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FACT SHEET 

• Make-A-Wish Foundation is the largest wish-granting organization in the world.  

• Since its inception in 1980, Make-A-Wish has collectively granted the wishes of more than 450,000 

children with life-threatening medical conditions around the world.  

• Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to 

enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  

• A Make-A-Wish experience is not a "last wish."  Many Wish Kids go on to recover and live long, full 

lives.  

• To qualify for a wish, the child must be older than 2.5 years old and younger than 18 (at the time of 

referral) and must not have received a wish from another wish-granting organization. Make-A-Wish 

accepts referrals from the parent or guardian, medical professional, or the child. 

• Fundraising events, volunteer services, individual donations, corporate contributions and in-kind 

gifts and services pay wish-granting costs. 

• Make-A-Wish Foundation covers all expenses associated with a wish, including planning and 

arrangements for the entire family. 

• The cost of wishes varies widely.  However, the average cost of one wish nears $10,000. 

• Children's wishes generally fall into four categories:  

o To Be Someone (e.g., a zookeeper, a firefighter, a baker) 

o To Meet Someone (e.g., a favorite celebrity or athlete),  

o To Have Something (e.g., a computer, a playhouse, a puppy) 

o To Go Somewhere (e.g., to a theme park, Hawaii, a major sporting event). 
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BACKGROUNDER 

Make-A-Wish Foundation 

MISSION 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation mission is to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical 
conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  The children Make-A-Wish 
serves are fighting for their lives, and their families are doing everything that they can to help them in 
their battles.   

HISTORY 

In 1980, Chris Greicius was a seven-year-old boy being treated for leukemia. He dreamed of being a 
police officer “to catch bad guys.”  When law enforcement caught wind of Chris’ wish to be an officer, 
they responded to the call.  A police helicopter flew him to headquarters for a tour, a ride in a patrol car 
and a ceremony making him the first-ever honorary state patrol-man in Arizona’s history. They also 
presented him a custom uniform, motorcycle helmet, and motorcycle wings for a battery-powered bike. 
Chris passed away with his gifts surrounding him, and gave one last smile to the officers that managed 
to do so much for him in a short time.  He received the ceremony of a fellow fallen officer.  Many of 
those responsible for fulfilling Chris’ wish wanted to do the same for other children with life-threatening 
medical conditions.  They later founded the Make-A-Wish Foundation in November 1980. 

IMPACT 

A wish can be a game-changer for a child with critical illness.  Wishes impact everyone involved – wish 
kids, volunteers, donors, sponsors, medical professionals and communities.  The innocent wish of a child 
touches many hearts.  A wish sends a positive message of hope, strength, and joy to a child when they 
need it most.  For wish kids, the act of making their wish come true can give them the courage they 
need to comply with medical treatment.  Wish granting also works in tandem with medicine and can 
yield positive outcomes. “The relationship between our emotions and our body’s immune system is 



indeed complex. There is evidence emerging from several scientific studies that demonstrates how 
laughter can positively affect the immune system by enhancing function on a cellular level.” – Dr. Keith 
Y.C. Goh, one of the world’s leading neurosurgeons, and Make-A-Wish Foundation International 
Chairman 

VALUES 

Make-A-Wish Foundation’s values serve as the map to attain the vision of wish granting to every eligible 
child.  
 
Child Focus: Always put wish children first. 
  
Integrity:  Honest, transparent and respectful. 
  
Impact: Deliver life-changing work. 
  
Innovation: Bold, imaginative and creative. 
  
Community: Diverse group of people working together towards a common goal. 

REACH 

After the start of Make-A-Wish in the United States, interest in granting the wishes of children with life-
threatening medical conditions quickly spread to other nations.  Make-A-Wish International helps to 
serve children outside the United States in more than 50 countries on five continents through its 41 
affiliates. Make-A-Wish America grants the wishes of children in the United States through its 62 
chapters. With the help of generous donors and more than 40,000 volunteers, Make-A-Wish has 
collectively granted approximately nearly 450,000 wishes worldwide since 1980.  

ELIGIBLITY 

Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of medically eligible children who: 

• Receive life-threatening diagnosis 

• Are at least 2.5 years of age, but have not yet reached their 18th birthday 

• Have not received a wish from another wish-granting organization. The child's physician determines 

whether a child is medically eligible to receive a wish. 

In 2017, more than 285,000 children in the United States and its territories have benefitted from the 

hope, strength and joy of experiencing their wish.  Make-A-Wish granted 15,300 wishes last year – on 

average, one every 34 minutes. 

PROCESS 

Every wish is a memorable experience for the wish child, the family and those who participate in the 
wish. The Foundation follows a process to create memorable wish experiences for each wish child: 



STEP ONE: THE WISH REFERRAL 

• A medical professional treating the child (doctor, nurse, social worker or child-life specialist); 

• The child's parents or legal guardians; 

• The potential wish child. 

STEP TWO: DETERMINING THE CHILD'S ELIGIBILITY 

Children diagnosed with a life-threatening medical condition, and are at least 2.5 years of age but have 
not yet reached their 18th birthday may be eligible for a wish. The treating physician determines 
whether a child is medically eligible to receive a wish. A child also must not have received a wish from 
another wish-granting organization to qualify.  

STEP THREE: CHOOSING A WISH 

Once the child is deemed medically eligible, the wish team works to learn the child’s one true wish. 
Wishes generally fall into one of these categories: I wish to have… I wish to be... I wish to go… I wish to 
meet… 

STEP FOUR: MAKING A WISH COME TRUE 

Wish granters create an unforgettable experience driven by the wish child’s creativity. The experience 
enriches the lives of the children, their families and sometimes their entire community. All members of 
the wish child’s immediate family take part in the wish.  The Make-A-Wish Foundation covers all wish 
expenses - giving the wish child and family a respite from the stress of dealing with a life-threatening 
illness.  

FUNDING 

Make-A-Wish Foundation finances its endeavors through individual contributions, corporate donations, 
grants, and other assessments.  Make-A-Wish receives no government funds or grants.  The organization 
also relies on contributions to lessen the cost of goods and services.  Make-A-Wish Foundation received 
the highest four-star rating from the United States' largest independent evaluator of charities, Charity 
Navigator, for outstanding performance and commitment to fiscal responsibility. 

VOLUNTEERS 

Thousands of volunteers around the world generously give their time, talents, and energy to fulfill the 
Make-A-Wish mission. Opportunities to volunteer may include being a wish granter, office worker, 
translator, fundraiser, website designer, speaker or event staff member. Wish-granting volunteers work 
in teams of 2-3 to grant the wishes that change lives. Make-A-Wish trains these volunteers to help 
children identify their most heartfelt wish – and to bring the experience to life in a way that exceeds 
every expectation. Individuals can offer to volunteer by visiting www.worldwish.org or by contacting 
their local Make-A-Wish office. 

NUMBERS 

http://bergaliaboys.com/joomla/www.worldwish.org


Since its founding in 1980, the Make-A-Wish Foundation has granted more than 240,000 wishes around 
the world.  Children’s wishes cover an almost limitless spectrum, from wishing to be a fireman to 
wishing to meet favorite celebrity, or wishing to visit a glamorous destination.  The most requested wish 
continues to be visiting a Disney theme park. Disney helps grant more than 6,000 wishes each year 
around the world, including visits to the Disney Parks, Disney Cruises, meeting Disney Characters, 
attending sporting events and visiting TV and movie sets. 

ABOUT 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to 
enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  With the help of generous donors and over 
30,000 volunteers, the Make-A-Wish Foundation has granted more than 450,000 wishes worldwide 
since inception. Visit the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America Web site at www.wish.org. 
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Make-A-Wish Foundation 
4742 N. 24th Street, Suite 400 

Phoenix, AZ 85016 
www.wish.org 
800-722-9474 
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For Immediate Release 

 
Make-A-Wish America Receives $1.25 Million Donation from Bristol-Myers Squibb to Enlighten the 

Lives of Children Diagnosed with Critical Illnesses 

PHOENIX -- Make-A-Wish America receives $1.25 million donation from Bristol-Myers Squibb to grant 

life changing wishes for children with cancer.  For the second consecutive year, Bristol-Myers Squibb 

makes a seven-figure donation to the organization that grants wishes for children with critical illness. 

As a non-profit that receives no government funding, Make-A-Wish relies on supporters like 

Bristol-Myers Squibb, along with efforts from other corporate and individual donors to make wish 

granting possible.  David Williams, president and chief executive officer of Make-A-Wish America states, 

“With the grant from Bristol-Myers Squibb, we can allow more children to experience the hope and 

positivity that result from wish-come-true.”   

 Third-party research shows the wish experience works collaboratively with traditional medicine 

to help kids get better because it can influence a child’s emotional health.  “We understand the 

important role emotional health plays in one’s cancer fight, and so we are proud to support programs 

that can provide hope, inspiration and happiness” said Teresa Bitetti, senior vice president, Head, US 

Oncology, Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

http://www.wish.org/
mailto:Andrewsb5@students.rowan.edu


Make-A-Wish America Receives $1.25 Million - Page 2 
 

(More) 

Make-A-Wish will use the generous donation to grant wishes for 100 kids with cancer and 

benefit chapters throughout the U.S. and its territories.  A child with a critical illness who has reached 

the age of two and is younger than 18 at the time of referral is potentially eligible for a wish. 

About Make-A-Wish 

Make-A-Wish grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human 

experience with hope, strength and joy.  It has granted more than 285,000 wishes since its inception in 

1980.  Visit Make-A-Wish at wish.org to learn more. 
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Media Advisory 

Make-A-Wish Celebrates 35 Years of Granting Wishes with its Annual Gala 

What: Make-A-Wish Foundation is proud to announce its annual Wish Gala.  Celebrating 35 

years of granting wishes, this magical and memorable evening will raise funds to grant wishes 

to children diagnosed with life threatening illnesses.  

 
Where:  Samuel & Josephine Plumeri Wishing Place 

1384 Perrineville Road 
Monroe Township, NJ 08831 

 
When: Thursday, June 14, 2018, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

Who: Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical 

conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  It has granted more 

than 285,000 wishes since its inception in 1980.   

 

Additional Information:  The 2017 Wish Gala generated support from over 700 donors, raising 

more than $1.1 to support wishes.   

 

Photo Opp:  Make-A-Wish will honor five children at the event in a room filled with donors. 
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Make-A-Wish America Receives $1.25 Million Donation from Bristol-Myers Squibb to Brighten the 

Lives of Children Diagnosed with Critical Illnesses 

For the second consecutive year, Bristol-Myers Squibb makes a seven-figure donation to the 

organization that grants wishes for children with critical illness.  Make-A-Wish grants the wishes of 

children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope, strength 

and joy.   

Make-A-Wish relies on supporters like Bristol-Myers Squibb, along with efforts from other corporate and 

individual donors to make wish granting possible.  Third-party research shows the wish experience 

works collaboratively with traditional medicine to help kids get better by improving emotional health.   

The generous donation will grant wishes for 100 kids with cancer and benefit Make-A-Wish chapters 

throughout the U.S. and its territories.  A child with a critical illness who has reached the age of two and 

is younger than 18 at the time of referral is potentially eligible for a wish. 

Learn more about how you can help grant wishes at http://wish.org 

 

For photos, bio, and videos – visit the Media Room - http://wish.org/about-us/media-blogger-center 
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